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SPOTLIGHT STORY

“Instilling the value of hard work and education”

This case study follows a woman who has been a CPR for over four decades, dedicating her life
to waste picking and recycling. From a young age, she was exposed to this trade as she helped
her parents collect and sell recyclables to support their families. Now, with her own family to
take care of, she continues the tradition of waste picking as a means of survival.

Despite the challenges and struggles that come with waste picking, she manages to earn a
modest income of $12-$15 a day. Though it may seem minimal to some, this income allows her
to send her children to school and provide for their basic needs. During tough times when her
family had no other means of getting money, they would rely on selling recyclables to buy
essential food products.



Incredibly, she even involves her entire family in her work. Early in the mornings, she and her
children and grandchildren head to the dumpsite together. They share meals there, turning it
into a family affair. Unfortunately, this has exposed her family to societal judgments and
stereotyping, with people giving them dirty looks and making hurtful comments. Despite facing
such challenges, she remains content and unfazed by the world's views.

Education was not readily available to her due to financial constraints, but she cherishes the fact
that her children have access to it. Through her perseverance and hard work as a CPR, she has
managed to send her children through primary and high school, providing them with the
opportunity for a proper education.

Throughout her journey as a CPR, this resilient woman has shown remarkable strength and
dedication. Waste picking is not just a job for her; it's a way of life that has shaped her identity
and allowed her to support her family's well-being. Despite the hardships and societal
pressures, she stands tall as a role model for her children and grandchildren, instilling in them
the value of hard work and the importance of education. Her legacy as a Collection Pillar of
Recycling will undoubtedly leave a lasting impact on her family and the community she serves.
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Own House Results Breakdown
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Overall Outlock of CPR Categories in Fiji
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SPOTLIGHT STORY
“I was told that you don't fit in”

A 55-year-old widow who has been a part of the waste picking community in the Western
Division, for the past decade. Living in the West for more than two decades, she embarked on
her waste picking journey with her late husband ten years ago. Their home was situated in a
flood-prone area, prompting them to consider elevating the foundation of their house. With
limited job opportunities and a lack of formal education, they turned to the dumpsite as a
means to earn income and finance the renovation of their home.
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After the passing of her husband, she now lives alone. Her children have grown and established
their own families, yet her dream of building a proper house remains alive. Motivated by this
aspiration, she diligently saves the earnings from selling her recyclables to work towards
fulfilling her goal.

Despite facing discrimination from younger CPRs and enduring incidents of stolen recyclables
from her home. Her spirit remains unshaken. The challenges she encounters do not deter her,
and she persists in her efforts to build her dream house, piece by piece.

Her unwavering determination and resilience shine through as she continues to navigate the
waste picking landscape. Through the years, she has found strength in her work, embracing
waste picking as a source of empowerment and self-reliance. By turning waste into
opportunity, she not only supports herself but also proves that age is no barrier to pursuing
one's goals.

In her pursuit of a dream, this determined widow stands tall as a testament to the indomitable
human will and the transformative potential of waste picking. Her story reminds us all that no
dream is too big to achieve, and every step towards progress counts, regardless of the hurdles
along the way.
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SPOTLIGHT STORY

“I have not told my children that | collect bottles”

A woman CPR who is involved in the collection of plastic revealed that soon after she started
waste picking, she stopped for a while. This is because she felt judged by the community and
began to look at her “differently”. She spoke about her women in her village began to distance
themselves from her and did not involve her in planning for functions and ceremonies. The CPR
said after a short while of stopping her work, she restarted the collection. This is because she
realized that if she stopped doing her work, those judging her negatively would not help feed
her family. She said she felt stronger and although she did not have any professional
counseling, she managed to self-talk herself out of her self-doubt.

The same woman also mentioned that while her husband knows that she is a CPR, she has not
been able to share this with her children, especially that fact that she collects plastic bottles
from the streets. The main reason for this is she does not want her children to feel stigmatized
about her work. She also feels that her eldest son, who is 21 years old, will be angry if he finds
out that she collects bottles from the streets and will stop her.
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SPOTLIGHT STORY
“l have been homeless for over two decades”

A 35-year-old woman has been living on the streets for more than 20 years, facing the
challenges of homelessness and poverty. Despite the hardships she has endured, she
exemplifies incredible resilience and determination as she navigates life as a street dweller.

She currently resides in an old, abandoned house near a river with a man in his 50s, who is also
a fellow street dweller. The duo relies on cardboard for seating and sleeping arrangements. For
bathing and hygiene needs, they resort to the river, which serves as their source of water.

Two years ago, she suffered a severe knee injury, making it difficult for her to walk long
distances. However, her resilience and determination have not waned. Despite the injury, she
continues to scavenge the streets, collecting recyclables such as PET bottles, cans, clothes,
cardboard, scrap metals, and glass bottles to sell.

Through her efforts in collecting and selling recyclables, she has managed to sustain herself
and the man she lives with, whom she considers a good friend. The meager earnings from her
recycling activities allow her to put food on the table and meet their basic needs.

During the interview, she was wearing wet clothes despite the cold weather. She displayed little
concern for her discomfort and carried on with the conversation. This endurance underscores
the harsh realities she faces daily, yet she remains resilient in her pursuit of survival.

Throughout the interview process, she exhibited signs of resentment and fear, expressing
reluctance to engage in an open conversation. These signs point to a possible traumatic
response from past experiences. With the assistance of relevant NGO'’s, she is taking steps
towards healing from her traumatic past and embracing hope for a better future. As we
continue to work towards building a more inclusive and caring society, stories like hers remind
us of the importance of empathy, support, and resilience in uplifting the lives of the most
vulnerable among us.
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