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CONSTITUTION LAUNCHING

Welcome and presentation of the Agenda

1st part: Acknowledging Our History

Welcome remarks and introductions + our history of organizing internationally

2nd part: Looking at The Future

Process towards the Constitution + Preamble Video

Introducing the adopted Constitution + Moving forward: affiliates, elections and interim governance
Solidarity Messages - Videos

3rd part: Shaping our present

Our common agenda: fights and demands

Our environmental agenda: UN Plastic Treaty, Extended Producer Responsibility and Climate Change
The right to work: dumpsite closing alternatives and ILO agenda

4th part: Closing

Concluding remarks, vote of thanks and acknowledgements
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Women in Informal Employment:
Globalizing and Organizing

WOMEN IN INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT:
GLOBALIZING AND ORGANIZING (WIEGO)



1st PART:
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Brazilians,
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EKrp_WCbH0

PROGRAMME COMMITTEE MEMBER OF ALLIANCE OF INDIAN WASTEPICKERS (AIW)
& STREE MUKTI SANGHATANA (SMS) - INDIA



WASTE PICKER GET ORGANIZED
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March 1st

Our International Day




Recycling
without waste pickers
Is garbage

Reciclagem sem catadores é lixo  GLOBAL
Reciclaje sin recicladores es basura  WASTE PICKERS DAY —_—
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEIh8LKB1z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEIh8LKB1z0
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nCHhXjPfZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nCHhXjPfZ0

hope that you enjoy your day today. -
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xm1LA6xx0kA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xm1LA6xx0kA
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LOOKING AT THE
FUTURE



CANNER LEADER AND BOARD COORDINATOR OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING IN
MEMBER AT SURE WE CAN - USA  INFORMAL ECONOMY PROJECT AT WIEGO -
SOUTH AFRICA



€t uSYLAY,SE€t 08€ |

4

stitution
Pwriting

OD TXH VH c
HV GHO FRPL

WD HQ HO committee Aprul

HH \ ORV

DGRUHV \ a
Definition afnd creq:iton é

Adoption
Session

17 Oct
2022

T

Aug

2022

?

l

Aug-Sep
2022

29 Oct
2022

. WG 1o oraft [ 2nddraft [l 3rd draft
Aug-Nov Dec - Apr May-Jul
Q X | G U D | W V 2021 2021 2022 2022
eR%[R e \f \f \
oly rlo l
ey AN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Committee NEvarbar
monthly (S
2021

‘zozz

Congress
o sz

October
2020 ‘




WASTE PICKERS

CONSTITUTION LAUNCHING

EWXI 4MGOIVW 6IEH XLI -RXIVREXMSREP %PPMERGI SJ ;EWXI 4M

LXXTW [[[JSYXYFI GSQ [EXGL#Z!\ %Q,K8/VJIS


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1AmHgTKrfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1AmHgTKrfo
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We, waste pickers, recy , canners, divers, P and
organized In different parts of our vast continents, consolidate our process of dialogue
and collective strengthening based on the following Censtitution,

For years, we, the fruit of a system that d iy
and discards, have created our own forms of work in order to survive in a world that
e shows excessive aggression towards our environment, endangering all forms of life. By
Preamble. 3 coming together, participating in dial and izing, we have fought for the rights
Name 4 that have been denied us, like fair remuneration and the recognition of the dignity of our
Amé snd 4 work and of our environmental contributions.
Scope. 5. Our founding Constitution is guided by the p and ions of our
: 6 These have established a set of principles we use in our shared struggle to fight for the
of 7 rights of workers who are I I luded: real y as a tool
Fees 7 i ' p ¥ 1
Cantral Coordi Structure 8 by all the workers we represent, honesty
Financial 13 and transparency as engines towards equality and justice; the processes of balance and
Dutles of Affiliates " self-criticism for the updating and imp! of our objecti the p care
of 15 of Earth as our common home; the exercise of power as a form of service for those
15 wha have less, and advocating for simplicity and equity against luxury, waste, and the
Indemnéfication of Officials/Leaders..., ... 15 pursuit of profit.
:: Inthe ing Constituti ffirm, order, and establish the d abj
of our international alliance, the scope of and differences within our trade, the scope of
our y tools, our izati principles and i i our

central coordination structure, the duties of our office bearers, and the rights and duties
of our affiliates.

With serious rescive to grow a cult f | effort, and peace, it
to value our work, to obtain a dignified life and good living for our workers, and to care
forand heal our home, and we | our i inthisi ional

waste pickers' alliance.
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1. Name
The "Waste pickers' International Alliance" shall be constituted as a representative structure and mouthpiece for waste pickers. The
Alliance will defend their work and its recognition, in pursuit of public policies that improve the working and living conditions of

the recyclers of the world.
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2. Aims and Objectives - The aims and objectives of the Alliance shall be as follows:

2.3 To build and strengthen the capacity and leadership of waste pickers at all levels of the organization by working on strategies
that ensure all levels of government listen, receive, and respond to the demands of waste pickers by promoting the co-participation

of the integrated management of waste;

2.4 To promote and assist waste pickers around the world in self organization and self determination to form membership-

based organizations that enable them to defend their rights and benefits collectively;

2.5 To prioritize the improvement of the living and working conditions of the poorest and the most marginalized waste pickers in

recognition of the class differences that exist between waste pickers and other informal waste workers in different parts of the world;
2.6 To support, accompany, and advise on democratic processes in the member organizations;

2.7 To represent and advocate for the recognition of waste pickers with a fair wage that compensates for their environmental
contribution. This will be done by establishing material pricing, the right to growth in the value chain and the guarantee of a

minimum wage for each worker as minimum conditions for the millions of waste pickers around the world.;

P INTERNATIONAL
%&’,\nw\cr-)r
%/ WASTE PICKERS



2.9 To advocate for the preservation of waste pickers’ livelihoods by improving access to waste and by integrating waste
pickers into solid waste management and recycling systems, working on strategies that ensure all levels of government hear

waste pickers’ demands, promoting co-participation in integrated waste management;

2.10 To generate awareness at local, national, and international levels about waste pickers’ contributions to recycling, solid waste
management, environmental conservation, and climate change mitigation, and to advocate that government-supported recycling fees

be paid to waste pickers for these contributions;

2.11 To formulate and advocate for programs that ensure all waste pickers have healthy, safe, and secure working environments,
free from toxic waste and other hazardous substances, that waste pickers remain safe from negative health outcomes associated with

changes in manufacturing processes and materials, and that waste pickers have access to national health insurance funds;

2.12 To build an information database on the numbers and situation of waste pickers in different parts of the world,

disaggregated by gender and age, that delves deeper into various indicators to learn about the global reality of waste pickers;

2.13 To document and disseminate information on effective organizing strategies for promoting and protecting the rights of waste

pickers;

A INTERNATIONAL
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2.14 To encourage all affiliates who do not already have established youth structures to establish such youth structures in their own

organizations, and to ensure these structures include people with disabilities;

2.15 To oppose the discrimination, harassment, and disrespect shown to waste pickers by police and other institutional forces and

other actors;

2.16 To work with affiliates, governments, and other organizations to facilitate the education of the children of waste pickers and to

improve access to childcare to ensure child labour is abolished;

2.17 To oppose at local, national, regional, and international levels the unsustainable waste management practices of waste

incineration in all forms; (No Incineration)

2.18 To work towards eliminating unfair trade practices in waste management and recycling sectors that impact waste pickers’

livelihoods;

2.19 To advocate for occupational identity, social welfare, social security, and gender-sensitive personal protective equipment

for all waste pickers;

7. INTERNATIONAL
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2.20 To work in partnership with international federations and other organizations representing informal workers and trade unions
on matters of mutual interest;
2.21 To work in social partnership with NGOs, universities, and research institutions that work with and in support of waste

pickers and that support the goals and constitution of the Alliance;

2.22 To manage, administer, distribute, and supervise, through consensual and explicit mechanisms, the obtaining and distribution of

resources gained through various means (such as fundraising), with the main objectives detailed in this Constitution.

A INTERNATIONAL
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3. Scope

This International Alliance is understood as a trade union of waste pickers. Its scope covers the waste pickers represented in the
organizations that act in the defense of subsets of waste pickers within the entire category throughout the world, including waste

pickers who carry out environmental promotion, administrative support, and other tasks within their organizations.

3.1 In the International Alliance, waste pickers are defined as follows:

e Individuals involved in the collection, segregation, sorting, and sale of recyclables (paper, plastic, metal, glass, etc.) in an
informal or semi-formal capacity as own-account workers;

o Itinerant waste pickers, informal/semi-formal waste collectors engaged in transporting, sorting, and selling recyclables,
informal workers engaged in transporting or sorting within the informal or semi-formal sorting/recovery/recycling sector, or any
of the above who are integrated into municipal waste management systems and continue to sort and sell recyclables;

e Former recyclers who occupy new roles in their recycling organizations in environmental promotion, caregiving, health

programs, gender programs, etc.

2 INTERNATIONAL
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3.2 Type of Organization:

Local, national, or regional organizations who comply with each of the following may become members of the Alliance:

|. Must be democratic and accountable;

2.Must be membership-based, i.e., owned or controlled by informal waste pickers, e.g. Cooperatives, Trade Unions, Associations,
&tel;

3.Must principally represent informal waste pickers;

4.Must aim to de-stigmatize and improve the socio-economic conditions of their members;

5.Must adhere to the basic principles of human rights enshrined in the UDHR, 1948;

6. Must have a written constitution, based on democratic and legal principles, and regular financial reports, approved by their

members.

-
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7. Central Coordination Structure

The Alliance is governed by the following structures:
7.1 Congress
7.1.1 Congress is the Alliance’s highest decision-making body;

7.1.10 The number of Congress delegates per organization is based on the number of paid-up members of each affiliate organization,
as follows:

1. Affiliates with 1-100 members shall be entitled to one (1) voting delegate;

2. Affiliates with 101-1000 members shall be entitled to two (2) voting delegates;

3. Affiliates with 1001-5000 members shall be entitled to three (3) voting delegates;

4. Affiliates with above 5000 members shall be entitled to four (4) voting delegates;

5.1f, in the country of origin, there are instances of national membership-based organizations, the delegates shall belong to the

national organization. If national organizations don’t exist, criteria shall be formulated to have local organizations represented in

the international alliance.

7.1.11 At least fifty per cent (50%) of Congress delegates shall be women, non-binary, or trans workers;

A INTERNATIONAL
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7.2 Executive Council

7.2.1 The Executive Council shall be elected by Congress;

7.2.2 The Executive Council consists of a President, Vice President, and Treasurer;
7.2.3 The Executive Council will hire and oversee a General Secretary;

7.2.4 The Executive Council shall have regional representation. The nomination of representatives should come from each regional

block;

7.2.5 The Executive Council shall be comprised of a minimum fifty per cent (50%) women;
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p26hS8jvm87PYgwHrlZdPRBekBEDAz_h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p26hS8jvm87PYgwHrlZdPRBekBEDAz_h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p26hS8jvm87PYgwHrlZdPRBekBEDAz_h/view?usp=sharing

AMENDMENTS

1. Name

The "Waste pickers” International Alliance".

2. Mission

Shall be constituted as a representative structure and mouthpiece for waste pickers.

The Alliance will defend their work and its recognition, in pursuit of public policies that improve the working and living conditions

of the recyclers of the world.

5.3 The Executive Council may expel or suspend any member organization by citing reasons included in Clause 5.2. The Executive
Council will follow principles of natural justice and allow the member to be heard on any proposal to expel or suspend. Such a
hearing shall be conducted by an independent panel composed of member organizations who do currently not serve in the
Executive or have an elected member from the same organization or Region. Any such decision will have to be ratified by
Congress in its next sitting. A suspended or expelled member organization may appeal to Congress in writing before its next sitting
with documentation and explanation proving its continued eligibility to be a member of the Alliance until the decision of the

Congress.
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WHERE ARE WE?

Countries with prospective affiliates that adopted
the constitution on October 17th, 2022
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